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restructuring American health care, will there still be doctors
and patients You have been drafted into a dangerous medical
experiment with extreme risks to the individual, the medical
profession and to society. We must balance the benefits and
costs of health care in a way that protects both patient and
doctor. Instead of confronting our health cost problems, we
use the doctor to hide unavoidable trade-offs. Our aging
population and the demand for medical technology send
expenses through the roof and hurt American competitiveness.
Millions remain uninsured. Meanwhile, we oppose any
combination of insurance or legal reform, limits on profits or
new taxation that could help deal with the problem. We recoil
at the mere mention of the word rationing. Yet we do ration.
But this rationing remains unseen, hidden by the physician
who has become a double agent, serving both the patient and
the cost control needs of society. The insurers, the government
and the hospitals have put the doctor in this position. And each
uses the compromised doctor to further their own agenda. As
this pattern becomes ingrained, medicine ceases...
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