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In political science it is commonly accepted that institutional
choices affect the outcome of a political system. This essay will
analyze in what ways presidential systems influence democratic
consolidation. Analyzing and comparing two states, Venezuela
and Russia it will be shown how, and to what extent presidential
systems and the current presidents of the analyzed countries
imperil democratization. The essay begins with definitions of
democracy and presidentialism. After a chapter on the historical
context of both countries the effects of presidentialism are
analyzed in the main part giving a theoretical overview first, and
then the two countries are analyzed separately and are finally
compared. The second chapter addresses the institutions, the
third political and civil rights and the fourth civil society. In the
fifth other problems independent from presidentialism are
described. It will be shown that presidential systems can...
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