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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Automatic Block Signals and Signal Circuits:
American Practice in the Installation and Maintenance of Signals Electrically Controlled, and Operated by
Electric or Other Power The evolution of a mechanical art results in the simplification of its apparatus. The less
the number of subsidiary devices employed, and consequently the greater the number of their independent
functions, the higher the state of this art. Signaling accessories, although of rapid development, have not as yet
undergone the usage test that is the prerequisite to standardization and the elimination of impracticable
differentiated structures. In surveying the heterogeneous types of construction employed in the signal
equipment of a representative railroad system, the difficulty of selection and representation, with respect to
relative significance, becomes apparent. In a book of this character, it is extremely difficult to intelligibly exhibit
continuous circuits of any great complication, owing to the restricted space available for illustrations, insets not
having been resorted to. The history of signaling is not touched upon, as it is irrelevant to the character of the
present work. Railroad terms have also been omitted, as they are meaningless to the average reader. All-
electric interlocking, a natural development of the older mechanical and electro-pneumatic interlocking, is
given the attention that its importance merits. Electric railway signals are described as fully as seems advisable,
since they are in a transitory state of rapid progress. Electro-gas and three-position signals, representing the
highest development of the art in America, have been treated not only from an electrical standpoint, but also
from a structural point of view. This book is intended for the signal and railway engineer, the electrician, and
the layman; and it is modestly hoped...
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