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numbers of students. Next, we need to ensure that we are o ering a well-rounded curriculum that prepares
students to be engaged citizens who understand and appreciate the world around them, but also have the
academic skills to succeed in college and the workforce. Our students must have the best possible teachers and
academic leaders, and those teachers, principals, and superintendents should have the support they need to do
their jobs with excellence. Next, we must safeguard the rights of students with disabilities and ensure that they
have every opportunity to succeed academically. Next, we must make sure that we are focusing on all the needs
of Americas students, all the needs, including their need for good health, nutrition, and physical fitness. And
finally, we need to ensure that the policies we write into law are flexible enough to meet the needs of diverse
students and schools, including rural schools, but consistent enough to ensure high standards for all students. I
have some policy ideas about how we can achieve those goals. For example, we need to bite the bullet and get
beyond our outdated, 19th century agrarian school calendar, giving adequate time for students to have a well-
rounded education by extending the school day and the school year. We also need to recognize that education
begins at birth, and children need a solid foundation for learning before they ever get to kindergarten. Without
these and other changes, we cannot hope to be successful in the 21st century. As the chairman of the...
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