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Subject: Postal service -- United States -- Finance. Excerpt: . . . Should the Service be allowed to compete in
areas where there are private-sector providers If so, in what areas and on what terms What laws should be
applied equally to the Service and to its competitors What transparency and accountability mechanisms are
needed to prevent unfair competition and inappropriate cross-subsidization Should the Services competitive
products and services be subject to antitrust and general competition-related laws Should they be subject to
consumer protection laws Should the Service retain governmental authority, including its regulatory
responsibilities and law enforcement functions On a related issue, the Services current statutory monopoly on
the delivery of letter mail and its monopoly over access to mailboxes have historically been justified as
necessary for the preservation of universal 7 service. However, questions have been raised regarding whether
these restrictions continue to be needed, and if so, to what extent and whether the Service should be able to
define their scope. A key issue is whether the Postal Service, as a commercial competitor in the overnight and
parcel delivery markets, should have the authority to regulate the scope of 8 competition in these areas. The
Commission has recommended separating these functions so that the Postal Service cannot define and
regulate the scope of its own monopoly. As the Commission noted, it is a fundamental premise of American
justice that parties that administer laws should not have a financial interest in the outcome. Accordingly, the
Commission recommended that an independent entity should be responsible for reviewing the costs and
benefits of the monopoly as well as for reviewing the...
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