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table of contents"We in the tower were given a chance to view the holocaust. Three vessels lay heavily listing,
shooting smoke and fire columns into the air. White lifeboats hung head-down in their davits. Two destroyers
raced toward the dying ships. It was a painting of rare and vivid colors." U-boat commander Herbert A. Werner,
describing a submarine attack in August 1941 (Werner, 2002, 53).Danger prowled under both the cold gray
waters of the North Sea and the shimmering blue waves of the tropical Atlantic during World War II as Adolf
Hitler s Third Reich attempted to strangle Allied shipping lanes with U-boat attacks. German and British
submarines combed the vast oceanic battlefield for prey, while scientists developed new technologies and
countermeasures. Submarine warfare began tentatively during the American Civil War (though the Netherlands
and England made small prototypes centuries earlier, and the American sergeant Ezra Lee piloted the one-man
"Turtle" vainly against HMS Eagle near New York in 1776). Britisher Robert Whitehead s invention of the torpedo
introduced the weapon later used most frequently by submarines. Steady improvements to Whitehead s design
led to the military torpedoes deployed against shipping during both World Wars. World War I witnessed the First
Battle of the Atlantic, when the Kaiserreich unleashed its U-boats against England. During the war s 52.5
months, the German submarines sent much of the British merchant marine to the bottom. Indeed, German
reliance on U-boats in both World War I and World War II stemmed largely from their nation s geography. The
Germans eventually...
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