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Northern Illinois University Press, United States, 2003. Hardback. Book Condition: New. New.. 280 x 212 mm.
Language: English . Brand New Book. From the days of hot-air balloons to the jumbo jet age, Chicago has
played a vital role in the development of aviation. The Windy City s geographic location and its fame as a
maritime and railroad center made it the premier aviation hub of America since the dawn of flight. This richly
illustrated history portrays the airplanes and the aviators who conquered the skies and maintained Chicago s
reputation as the crossroads of the nation. Aviation s colorful figures come to life as Young recounts tales of the
pilots, patrons, and passengers who sparked public interest in the early days of flight. Beginning with Chicago s
first aviation event - a balloon ascension on July 4, 1855 - Young traces the local personalities and technologies
that helped make the dream of flight a reality. He oGers the most complete account to date of pioneer Chicago
aviator Octave Chanute, whose series of daring glider experiments led to international attention and a
friendship with the Wright brothers, who sought his advice before their landmark flight at Kitty Hawk. The
Windy City s golden age of aviation began in 1910, when a group of wealthy flying enthusiasts formed the Aero
Club of Illinois. Fascinated audiences flocked to see the club s spectacular aviation shows and to visit Cicero
Field, the place where many of America s first aviators learned to fly. Prominent public figures of the day
included Harold McCormick, the millionaire patron of early aviation; Charles Pop Dickinson, who gained fame
as the nation s oldest pilot; and Katherine Stinson, who at Cicero Field became the first woman to perform the
loop-the-loop maneuver. Dozens of devastating air crashes fueled America...
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