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indexed. Not illustrated. 1828 Excerpt: . in the verse. This last circumstance is in a great measure the natural
consequence of the predilection of the Tragic Poets for the penthemimeral caesura. We have some doubts
whether the Tragedians ever extended this license to patronymics. A few senarii may be found, which contain
anapests in some of the four middle places, composed of the first three syllables of a proper name. As the
Tragic trimeter iambic admits anapests when tiey are contained in proper names, so it is not unreasonable to
suppose, that the Tragic tetrameter trochaic admits dactyls in similar circumstances, and for the same reason.
The thirty-two Tragedies, however, afford only two examples of this practice, both of which are probably
corrupt. With regard to unnecessary dactyls in this metre, it may be observed, that they are liable to the same
objections as unnecessary anapests in iambic verses, together with the additional objection that they are
divided between two words. According to Mr. Porson (p. 26, ) the Poets of the sock agree with their brethren of
the buskin, in excluding dactyls from trochaic verses, except in case of proper names. In the eleven comedies of
Aristophanes, we have not discovered any genuine instance of a dactyl in a verse of this measure. We now
return to the Tragic senarius, respecting which we find two very important canons in the Preface to the Hecuba,
besides those which relate to the use of anapests. The first of these canons is, that...
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