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indexed. Not illustrated. 1912 Excerpt: .seems to be legitimately concerned not with the second problem but with
the third. Its essential field is methods of learning, especially during school years and under school conditions. It
is not identical with principles of teaching, on the one hand, though these would be based on educational
psychology, nor, on the other hand, do its problems arise in general or genetic psychology. How does the pupil
acquire the experience which society deems necessary most accurately and completely? How does he learn
most economically and effectively? What are the factors conditioning the process? The problem ot educational
psychology is distinctly different from that of general or genetic psychology. Each has a common object--the
knowledge of mind and its laws--but the point of view is different. To borrow a distinction made by Messmer,
psychology is concerned with mental processes, educational psychology with mental work. Psychology studies
the natural activity and development of minds, educational psychology studies the activity and development of
mind when it is definitely directed to the attainment of certain ends. The one studies the processes that are
involved in natural, undirected learning, the other the way in which these processes operate most economically
and effectively when directed to the acquisition of the experience embodied in the curriculum. Systematic,
constrained mental performance differs radically from spontaneous, uncontrolled activity both in its methods
and results. Psychology studies the nature and forms of association; educational psychology the best and most
economical methods of forming the associations demanded...
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