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Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad, I Never Worked In Pocatello The Life and Times of Santa Fe Railroads
Paul T. Collins, is the story of the changes in railroading from the end of the Nineteenth Century to past the
middle of the Twentieth Century. Collins had the railroad and railroad wanderlust in his blood. His father spent
his career working for railroads. Paul started at the age of sixteen as a station attendant for the Katy, the
Missouri-Kansas-Texas Railroad, working twenty-four hours a day. His career path took him to: Walsenburg,
Colorado, where he learned many of the fundamentals of the railroad business and married his first wife, a
woman who he had nicknamed Old Sour Face. Pueblo, Colorado, where he and his family lived through the
devastating flood of 1921 that killed hundreds (many swept so far away their bodies were never found) and
meant rebuilding the tracks. Kansas City, where he tried his hand at business but his dream of selling concrete
wall form ties nationally, perhaps internationally, was killed by Black Thursday and The Great Depression.
Dodge City, Kansas, where he tried to reconcile diEerences with his first wife, but it was futile, and they soon
divorced. Chicago, where he served as the assistant to J. J. Mahoney, general railroad superintendent. This job
brought Collins immense job and personal satisfaction as he investigated train timing and car content. He also
spent considerable time investigating the business of carrying cattle on the railroads and the rates charged for
transporting cattle. Winslow, Arizona, where he oversaw the double tracking of twenty-one important miles and
solved a...
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