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Educational technology -- United States. Excerpt: . . . Ch. | - Summary 5. - - major national effort, whether
federally ogy can most benefit learners or to predict inspired or not, to introduce these new possible negative
effects of its use. Given technologies into education. this insufficient experience, caution should be exercised in
undertaking any The Infor mation Societ y manufacturing, and service - some now have Role of In for ma tion
begun to define and explore a fourth, the infor-For the foreseeable future, information tech-mation sector. One
analysis has shown that nology will continue to undergo revolutionary this new sector, if defined broadly,
already ac-changes. The microprocessor-an inexpensive, counts for over 60 percent of the economic ac-mass-
produced computer on a chip-will be-tivity of the United States. come ubiquitous in the home and office - not
Many firms involved directly with informa-only in the easily identifiable form of the per-tion are large and
growing. Two of the largest sonal computer or word processor, but also as corporations in the world, AT and T
and IBM, a component of numerous other products, principally manufacture information products from
automobiles to washing machines and thermostats. High-speed, low-cost communi-cation links will be
available in such forms as two-way interactive cable, direct broadcast from satellites, and computer-enhanced
tele-phone networks. New video technologies such as video disks and high-resolution television will be available.
These technologies will be in-tegrated to form new and unexpected types of...
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